Research Assignment: Venture Capital Analysis of Emerging U.S. Fintech Firms (2026)
„English for Presentations“ SS 26

Topic: Venture Capital & Fintech Innovation
Level: Undergraduate (Advanced) / Postgraduate
Language Level: C1 (Advanced Academic English)

Evaluating Investment Attractiveness in U.S. Fintech Startups: A Venture Capital Perspective

Assignment Overview
In this assignment, you will conduct an in-depth venture capital (VC) analysis of selected companies from the 2026 Forbes Fintech 50. These firms represent cutting-edge innovation across personal finance, enterprise software, crypto infrastructure, and AI-driven financial services.
You will critically evaluate whether a selected company constitutes an attractive venture capital investment opportunity.

Companies for Analysis
Students must select ONE of the following firms:
Monarch
Rillet
Nayya
Phantom
Comun
Antithesis
Galaxy
Hut 8

Learning Objectives
By completing this assignment, students will:
Apply venture capital evaluation frameworks to real-world fintech firms
Analyse business models, scalability, and market positioning
Assess risk, return potential, and exit opportunities
Develop structured, evidence-based investment arguments

Key Background Context (2026 Fintech Landscape)
Fintech VC funding rebounded to $53 billion in 2025, though still below 2021 levels
AI-driven fintech and infrastructure solutions are gaining momentum
Strong companies continue to attract capital despite tighter funding conditions

Research Task
You are a venture capital analyst preparing an investment memo.
Your report must answer:
Is this company an attractive investment opportunity for a venture capital firm in 2026? Why or why not?

Report Structure (1,500–2,000 words)
1. Introduction (150–200 words)
Introduce the company
Define the scope of your analysis
State your preliminary investment thesis
2. Company Overview
Founding year, founders, headquarters
Core product/service
Revenue model
(Example: Monarch has ~500,000 paying users and an $850M valuation )
3. Market Opportunity
Target market size (TAM/SAM/SOM)
Industry trends (e.g., AI, crypto, embedded finance)
Competitive landscape
4. Business Model & Scalability
Revenue streams and pricing
Unit economics (if available)
Scalability potential
(Example: Phantom generated ~$320M revenue in 2025 )
5. Traction & Financial Performance
Funding history and valuation
Revenue growth and user metrics
Key partnerships
6. Venture Capital Perspective
Evaluate using VC criteria:
Growth potential
Defensibility / moat
Founder quality
Market timing
Exit potential (IPO / acquisition)
7. Risk Analysis
Regulatory risks (e.g., crypto, fintech compliance)
Competitive threats
Technology risks (AI, infrastructure)
8. Investment Recommendation
Provide a clear conclusion:
Invest / Do Not Invest / Conditional Investment
Justify using evidence and VC logic

Analytical Frameworks (Recommended)
Students are encouraged to apply:
Porter’s Five Forces
SWOT Analysis
Unit Economics (LTV/CAC)
VC Decision Framework (Risk vs Return)

Assessment Criteria
Criteria	Weight
Depth of Analysis	30%
Use of Evidence & Data	20%
VC Perspective & Insight	20%
Structure & Argumentation	15%
Academic Language (C1)	15%

Writing Requirements (C1 Level)
Use formal academic tone
Incorporate hedging language (e.g., “suggests,” “indicates”)
Present balanced arguments
Avoid overly descriptive writing; focus on analysis and evaluation

Suggested Sources
Forbes Fintech 50 reports
CB Insights
PitchBook
Company websites, investor presentations, press releases

Optional Extension (Advanced Students):
Compare two companies (e.g., Rillet vs Nayya) and recommend portfolio allocation strategy.

Due: 11 June, 23:59, upload on CampUAS.
